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1. How long will we be out of school, and when will you make announcements for school closure? 

In accordance with Governor Abbott’s executive order issued April 17, 2020, SSISD will continue 

its school closure for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. SSISD will continue to serve 

students through May 21st via the Distance Learning Program.  

2. Will we have to make up the days we have missed? 

No, we will not have to make up any days we have missed for the 2019-2020 school year. 

3. Will my student take a STARR or EOC examination this spring, and what is the effect? 

No, there will be no STAAR or EOC testing this spring/summer.   

Students will not suffer any adverse effect to their grade promotion, credit acquisition, or 

graduation status due to these cancellations.   

For seniors, the Individual Graduation Committee will convene, if necessary, to make graduation 

determinations as it has in years past.  Graduating seniors who were scheduled to take an EOC 

this spring will be deemed to have passed those EOC’s for graduation purposes.  

4. How will SSISD serve students academically during this time of school closure? 

SSISD deployed its new Distance Learning Program beginning the week of March 23rd.  This 

largely online learning plan is facilitated by our teachers and uses Seesaw to serve our Pre-K – 

5th grade students and Microsoft Teams to serve our 6th – 12th grade students.   

5. How will SSISD help students who need technology at home? 

 

The District is providing students with their iPad or laptop device (depending on grade level).  

Devices were distributed the week of March 23rd and service is ongoing.  

 

6. How will SSISD help students who do not have reliable and/or consistent internet access? 

The SSISD Distance Learning Program relies on students’ access to internet service to reap the 

full benefit of the program.  The District is facilitating the following to ensure access for as many 

students as possible during this time: 

1. Local Free Internet Opportunities – On the SSISD Distance Learning Program 

website, you can find FREE local internet options under the “Company Internet 

Offers” link.  If you cannot access this link, you can call SSISD at 903-885-2153 and 

we can assist you. 



 

2. Kajeet Hot Spots – The District is checking out Kajeet hot spots to students who 

need and can use them.  Please let your teacher know if you believe that this could 

be an option for you.   

 

3. Buses as Internet Hubs – The District is using WiFi equipped buses as hubs for 

student use.  Bus Hub WiFi will be available from 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM at the 

following locations every day – Gerald Prim west parking lot located at 1000 

Houston St.  Students must be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times, and all 

Hub visitors must exercise sound social distancing protocols.  It is recommended 

that you remain in your vehicle while using the WiFi.  All SSISD Student Code of 

Conduct rules apply. 

To access Bus Hub Wifi, your student can connect to “smart_bus” using the 

password “wildcats123”. 

This service will conclude May 21, 2020.  

 

4. SSISD Facility Parking Lots as Internet Hubs – Student devices can access SSISD 

building WiFi from some parking locations in the district.  You can find a map of WiFi 

assessable parking locations here.  Parking lot hub WiFi will be available 8:00AM – 

8:00 PM every day. Students must be supervised by a parent/guardian at all times, 

and all Hub visitors must exercise sound social distancing protocols.  It is 

recommended that you remain in your vehicle while using the WiFi.  All SSISD 

Student Code of Conduct rules apply.  To access facility parking lot Wifi, use the 

applicable network identified at each campus location – networks.  

 

5. Non-Tech Learning Activities – SSISD is making non-tech activities available to 

students who cannot access the Distance Learning Programs online activities.  These 

activities are available from your student’s teacher.  

 

7. Will meals be provided during this time for SSISD students? 

SSISD has been providing breakfast and lunch for students since Tuesday, March 17th.  

Parents/guardians may bring their students to any of four locations (Bowie Primary, Barbara 

Bush Primary, Douglass ECLC, or Sulphur Springs Elementary School) from 7:30AM – 11:00AM 

Monday – Friday to pick up breakfast and lunch for each student.   

We will continue this program for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year.  Information 

about our Summer Feeding Program will be available soon.   

8. How will our school’s closure affect grade promotion, earning credit, class rank, and graduation? 

 

We will provide our students ample rich opportunities to learn and grow academically through 

our Distance Learning Program during this time of school closure.  However, students’ grade 

promotion, earning credit, class rank, and graduation will not be negatively affected by our 

closure or any aspect of the Distance Learning Program. 

 

http://www.ssisd.net/page/dist.learning.district.internet
http://www.ssisd.net/page/dist.learning.district.internet


9. Will students earn traditional grades in the Distance Learning Program that will affect grade 

promotion, earning credit, class rank, or graduation? 

No.  Though our teachers will actively engage our students through the Distance Learning 

Program by providing feedback and monitoring academic growth, traditional grades will not be 

recorded for any of these purposes.  

An exception may exist for students who entered the 4th nine-weeks (pre-school closure) facing 

the possibility of losing credit in a class due to failing grades.  Though grades will not be 

negatively affected under any circumstances during this time, students with a need may have an 

opportunity to salvage their class credit through their participation in the Distance Learning 

Program.   

10. What is the status for high school dual credit courses? 

 

SSHS students will still have the opportunity to earn their dual credit through our SSISD/PJC 

partnership.  Classes will be facilitated through Blackboard until regular classes resume.   

 

11. What is the status for ACT and SAT Exams? 

We expect testing to resume during the summer of 2020.  We hope to offer an ACT 
administration in June and continue as opportunities are made available.   
 
As exam opportunities are rescheduled, we will work to ensure that our students can take 
advantage of them. 
 

12. How will the school serve my student with special needs during this time? 

The district has developed a set of protocols to be employed in conjunction with the Distance 

Learning Program to ensure that students who receive Special Education or 504 Services needs 

are met.   

13. What is the status of UIL/extra-curricular events? 

All UIL sanctioned activities (contests, practices, rehearsals and workouts) are suspended until 

further notice.   

14. What is the status of other special events? 

The District is currently developing plans for our High School Graduation and Honors Breakfast.  

The Prom and 8th Grade Banquet are postponed at this time. The District is hopeful that we will 

be permitted to host these events during the summer. The district is closely monitoring social 

distancing requirements caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, and will make every effort to 

schedule these events once they are permissible.   

15. If we are new to the area, how do you enroll your student in SSISD? 

 

You may contact the school district at 903-885-2153 so that we can help you.  

 



16. Where do I find information about the status of/refunds for spring pictures and year books? 

 

You may contact your student’s campus for details.  We will be posting further information to 

campus websites and Face Book pages soon. 

 

17. When do I return my students laptop/iPad, library books, etc.?  When can I retrieve my 

student’s belongings? 

Campuses have developed and communicated plans to parents for the return of school property 

as well as the collection of students’ belongings.  If you have not received a communication, or 

have a question, please contact your student’s campus.  

18. What is available for summer school? 

The District is currently making plans for 2020 Summer School Offerings.  Specific details will be 

communicated once available.  


